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s | write the editorial to this
new issue of the Don Bosco Bulletin, |
find myself in our post-noviciate house,
situated on the rocky hills of Gola,
Adigrat. To write an editorial on ‘Peace
and Reconciliation’, | don't think there
could be a better place than Gola, a
real oasis of peace and tranquility.
Coincidentally, this happens to be the
Easter Octave and the Gospel readings
during the Mass continually speak
about the encounter of Jesus to various
groups of disciples. Obviously all of
them were in a state of fear, anxiety and
confusion before meeting Jesus. But at
the moment of their encounter with the
Lord there is a peace and tranquility
that enters into their lives. They are no
more the same persons. In fact, in all
of the meetings the very first greeting
of Jesus to them is: “Peace be with you".
This immediately rang a bell in my ears.
| was asking myself: “in our efforts of
peace building and peace restoration,
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“ONE
AMONG

YOU IS
CHRIST"

where is the place of Jesus?” | think, it
is only to the extent that we are able
to recognise and welcome Jesus to
our settings that authentic peace and
reconciliation will ever be possible.

The Zen story will make the point little
more clear. The age-old monastery was
going through a time of crisis. Some of
the monks had left the monastery; no
new candidates joined them in years;
and people were no longer coming for
prayer and spiritual direction as they
used to. The few monks that remained
became old, depressed and bitter in
their relationship with one another.
No one could see eye to eye with each
other. Butthe abbot heard about a holy
man; a hermit living alone in the woods
and decided to consult him. So the
abbot set out on his journey to meet the
old hermit. Upon arrival at the cottage
of the hermit, he told the saintly man



how bad things had become and that
only seven old monks had remained
in the monastery. There was no peace
in the monastery as the monks were
fighting with each other and that there
was a situation of total disharmony and
chaos. The hermit listened carefull
to the abbot but never spoke a word.
At the end as the abbot was about to
leave the cottage, the hermit opened
his mouth. He told the abbot: “When
you reach back your community, just
tell your monks: One among you is
Christ, but He was living in such a wa%/
that no one could recognise Him". Wit
this revelation the abbot returned to
his monastery, and recounted what the
holy hermit told him to the community.
The ageing monks looked at each other
in disbelief, trying to discern who among
them could be the Christ. Could it be
Brother Mark who prays all the time?
But he has a holier-than-thou attitude
towards others. Could it be Brother
Joseph who is always ready to help? But
he is always eating and cannot fast. The
abbot reminded them that the Messiah
had adopted some bad habits as a way
of disguising His true identity. This only
made them more confused and they
could not figure out who was Christ
among them. At the end of the meeting
what each one knew for sure was that
any of the monks, excepting himself,
could be the Christ.

From that day the monks began to
treat one another with greater respect
and humility, knowing that the person
they were speaking to could, in fact,
be Christ. They began to show more
love for one another, their common
life became more brotherly and their
common prayer more fervent. Soon
there was an air of peace and harmony
in the monastery. Slowly people began
to take notice of the new spirit in the
monastery and began coming back for
retreats and spiritual direction. Word
began to spread and, before you know
it, candidates began to show up and
the monastery began to grow again in
number as the monks grew in zeal and
holiness. All this because a man of God
drew their attention to a simple truth:
that Christ was living in their midst as
one of them.

This issue of the Don Bosco Bulletin
has been dedicated to the theme of
“Peace and Reconciliation” as it is a
current topic very much spoken of
and discussed at length in our country
at this very moment. We are more
than happy that his eminence, our
beloved Cardinal Berhane Yesus has
been appointed to head the Peace
Commission in the country. All the
articles that have arrived for this issue
of the bulletin speak at length of the
need for becoming agents of peace
and reconciliation in our own settings.
Bishop Varghese, quoting the prayer
of St. Francis of Assisi makes it very
clear that the saint was asking God to
make him a channel of peace and not
to give him a peaceful life. This prayer
underlies the conviction that each
one has a responsibility in working
for, bringing about and in preserving
peace. (Pg.19) This role of being agents
of reconciliation becomes all the more
a duty for priests and religious as they
celebrate the sacraments daily, says
Abba Odomaro in the Cover Feature. It
would be indeed a tragedy if those who
celebrate the sacraments daily, are the
very people instigating division, hatred
and conflict in their communities and
the wider society. (pg.09)

Coming back to what | said in the
be%inning, all our efforts of peace
building and reconciliation processes
will remain totally futile if we leave
out Christ, our True Peace. It is only
by recognising His presence in our
brothers and sisters that we can bring
about peace and harmony. Only He
can offer us the True Peace, because
He is the King of Peace.

May the Risen Christ offer to each of us,
our communities and to our country at
large, His Easter Gifts, which is Peace
and Joy.

Abba Lijo Vadakkan SDB
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GUIDANCE

Abba Estifanos G/meskel SDB
Provincial Superior

ear Friends,

Peace and Joy in the Lord!

The quarterly issue for this monthis primarily to reflect on Peace

and Reconciliation in our context. We are called to be part of the

reconciliation process in our simple way of living and by building

bridges among different peoples. It is undeniable that the Church
has been an instrument of peace and reconciliation around the globe: therefore it
is our main task as Christians to be bearers of peace through our own prayers and
by being educators to peace.

The Easter message is a message of peace. Peace is not a discovery of the human
person but a gift of God to human responsibility. “His peace will have no boundary”
(Isaiah 9:6) and “It is My own Peace that | give you. | do not give it as the world does”
(John 14:27). That is why there are no limits or boundaries to the peace that God
gives, because it is beyond what the world can give.

As a “gift”, peace is granted personally and received personally. “Peace be
with you”: this is not just a wish, but the actual peace promised to them when they
were saddened by His departure (Jn 14:27; 2Thes 3:16; Rom 5:3), the messianic
peace, the accomplishment of the promises made by God: freedom from all fear,
victory over sin and death, reconciliation with God and humanity, fruit of his
passion, free gift of God. This peace is recurred three times in this passage (20:19)
and further on (20:26) in the exact same way. Our task as human persons is to
safeguard this great gift. Peace and reconciliation are made secure through prayers
to the Giver and through our effort for justice and love.

Our world is definitely a world of the assertion of the desire of dominance over
the others, in all fields of human life: political, economical and social. This causes
conflicts of inter-hnuman, inter-ethnic and even inter-religious interests. This is
the reality that we are experiencing in many countries around the world. In this
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last time we have experienced it in conflicts and
displacements of people: a situation that invites us
for a deeper reflection and action.

In the face of uncertainty and discord, we are
called to fight against egoism, such as greed, wish
of domination, anger and violence, through prayer
and fasting, education and dialogue, reconciliation
and cooperation in humanitarian and social
actions, attitudes and actions that reinstate to men
the consciousness of the value of being created in
the image of the merciful, loving God.

Whatever house you enter, first say ‘peace to this
house” (Lk. 10:5). We, as a Church, are called to be
signs and bearers of the Love of God to the others
in bringing the peace of God to them. We are called
to be model, educators of peace, and to bring
people to unity by narrowing down the differences,
through respect for diversity of ideas, in dialogue
and with tolerance.

|, therefore, invite all of us to be an instrument of
peace and reconciliation by borrowing the prayers
of St. Francis of Assisi, an apostle of peace.
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace:
where there is hatred, let me sow love;
where there is injury, pardon;
where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light;

where there is sadness, joy.

O Divine Master, grant that | may not so much seek
to be consoled as to console,
to be understood as to understand,
to be loved as to love.
For itis in giving that we receive,
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned,
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.

Amen.




OVER FEATURE

Call to Reconciliation:
A Christian Imperative
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topic has attracted
as much attention in recent times as
reconciliation, given the rampant forms
of armed violence, conflict, terrorism
as well as inter and intra-state wars.
However, this word means different
things to different people, and it is more
difficult to understand what the process
of reconciliation means and entails.
In this brief reflection, | will highlight
the importance of reconciliation in the
immediate context of Ethiopia's newly
established Reconciliation and Peace
Commission that hopes to bring about
national healing and sustainable peace.
Since reconciliation is also a Christian
virtue and value, some insights from
scripture and theology will be given, to
further explain the deeper meaning of
this important concept. Then on a more
practical level, | will suggest some ways
by which men and women religious,
pastoral agents and lay people can be
effective agents of reconciliation, and
what conditions will make such a ministry
of reconciliation effective and successful.

Urgency and Necessity of
Reconciliation in Conflict-Prone and
Divided Societies

The topic of reconciliation has become a
subject of great discussion and writing.
Some of the attractive writings about
reconciliation that those who want to
know more canlookatinclude: Emmanuel
Katongole, The Journey of Reconciliation:
Groaning for a New Creation in Africa

(2017);  John Lederach, Reconcile:
Conflict Transformation for Ordinary
Christians (2014); Brenda Salter McNeil,
Roadmap to Reconciliation: Moving
Communities into Unity, Wholeness and
Justice (2016); Pope Benedict, Africae
Munus: Post-synodal Exhortation on
the Church in Africa in Service of to
Reconciliation, Justice and Peace (2012
), A. E. Orobator, (Ed), Reconciliation,
Justice and Peace; The Second African
Synod (2011); Leo W. Riegert, Jill Scott,
and Jack Shuler, (Eds), Thinking and
Practicing Reconciliation: Teaching and
Learning Through Literary Responses
to Conflict (2014); Erin Daly and Jeremy
Sarkin,  Reconciliation in  Divided
Societies: Finding Common Ground
(2010); Benizir Bhutto, Reconciliation:
Islam, Democracy, and the West (2008);
Chris Rice, Reconciling All Things: A
Christian Vision of Justice, Peace and
Healing (2008); James Stromes, SJ. and
Elias Opongo, SJ. et al (Eds), Transitional
Justicein Post-Conflict Societiesin Africa.
From this sample of selected writings it is
quite clear the issue of reconciliation has
gained currency, and diverse approaches
can be discerned: reconciliation as task
of the church and society; relationship
between reconciliation, justice and
peace; peace, healing and unity as goals
of reconciliation.

If there were no violent conflicts, divisions
and hatred, there would be no need
of reconciliation.  But unfortunately,
societies, communities, states and even
religions are often times divided by all
kinds of factors. Terrible crimes have
been committed against certain groups
because oftheiridentity or beliefs. Recent
examples prove this fact: Truth and
Reconciliation Commission in Burundi
following assassination of President
Mechior Ndadaye and massacres
between 1993 and 1995; Truth, Justice
and Reconciliation (TJRC) in Kenya to

AET DON BOSCO BULLETIN
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address human rights violations and the
post election violence of 2007; Truth
and Reconciliation Commission in 2005,
following the departure of Charles Taylor
of Liberia; after the 1991-2002 civil war
in Siera Leone a Truth and Reconciliation
Commission was set up in 1999; South
Africa after the end of apartheid also set
up a Truth and Reconciliation Commission.
Ethiopia has also joined this long list of
reconciliation initiatives by setting up a
Reconciliation and Peace Commission.

The fundamental belief in the process of
reconciliation is what Archbishop Desmond
Tutu said: “No future without forgiveness.”
And the South African TRC's motto had it
right: “Without truth, no healing; without
forgiveness, no future.” The option for
reconciliation is the realization that cycles of
violence and conflict cannot go on forever.

Meaning of Reconciliation

Reconciliation is first and foremost a
Christian value deeply rooted in the
scriptures. Theologians agree that
reconciliation is in fact a gift from God and
also an invitation for disciples to be agents
of healing. St. Paul makes it explicit that
Christians and Christ's Ambassadors who
are to be reconciled to God (2 Cor. 5:16-
20): "All this is from God, who reconciled
us to himself through Christ and gave us
the ministry of reconciliation: that God
was reconciling the world to himself in
Christ, not counting people's sins against
them. And so he has committed us to the
message of reconciliation.” Not counting
sins is what has inspired one of the steps in
reconciliation—amnesty. Those who have
committed crimes and openly come up, are
granted amnesty. The task of reconciliation
is @ mandate from Christ who in the first
place reconciled us to the Father. So the
gift of reconciliation given through Christ
requires that Christians reciprocate—
reconcile with one another in turn.
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When St. Paul speaks of new creation, he
is suggesting that reconciliation brings
about newness. The old ways of violence,
conflict, hatred, envy and jealousy, give way
to mutual respect, concern, unity, love and
forgiveness. But reconciliation requires
first and foremost truth. Wrongs have to
be acknowledged and named.

The word reconciliation can be looked at
as an acronym: R-E-C-O-N-C-|-L-I-A-T-[-O-N.
"R"standsforremembrance. Memoryisvery
important in the process of reconciliation.
People often use the phrase: “Forgive
and forget.” But the truth is: “"Remember,
forgive, and remember.” Remembering is
not meant keep the grudge but rather to
remember so as not to repeat the crimes
and offences that were committed. So this
is the memory that heals. Denying past
hurts will not being about healing. “E”
stands for encounter. Both the victim and
the perpetrator needs to encounter each
other. If the two parties do not meet there
cannot be genuine reconciliation. It may
be practically impossible if the distance
between the two is too much, but some
representatives can be mobilized to meet
on behalf of those affected. “C" stands
for compassion. Reconciliation without
compassion is unthinkable. To feel with the
victims of violence or injustice, to share their
pain, is a precondition for reconciliation.
"0" stands for ownership. All those who
committed crimes and wrongs have to
take up reconciliation and not blame
others or situations. But also the process
of reconciliation has to be owned by all
actors. “N” stands for narratives. Stories of
what happened need to be told however
painful this might be. Stories empower
and bring out the truth of what happened
but they also fire up the moral imagination.
“C" stands for commitment. Human and
financial resources are needed to make the
process of reconciliation successful, but
there is also need for moral commitment.
All those involved have to agree that there
is need for reconciliation and do what it



takes to make reconciliation happen, even
though this is a long process. “I" stands for
initiative. Someone has to start and invite
others. A process has to begin with the
initial impulse that reconciliation is possible
and desirable and put this into action. “L”
stand for love. It is futile to engage in the
process of reconciliation where hatred is
still raging. Even the perpetrators has to
be loved. The wisdom of “love the sinner
but not the sin” is helpful here. “I" stand
for innovation. No need to use the same
formula as was applied in one context.
Situations of reconciliation vary from
country to country, so innovative solutions
are called for. “A”" stands for attentiveness
or alertness. Those involved in the process
of reconciliation need to be attentive to the
needs of both victims and perpetrators.
The process can easily come to a halt or be
disrupted if the key actors are not attentive
t the dynamics at work. For instance in
the process of truth-telling witnesses get
threats, then fear sets in. “T" stands for
truth. This is the most crucial factor in
reconciliation. What happened must be
told in all honesty if a lasting solution is to
be found. Recall Jesus' teaching that the
truth shall set you free. No matter how
shocking the truth might be, it needs to
be told. “I" is for interest. All the actors
must have an interest in the process of
reconciliation. If you are not yet ready
for the process of reconciliation do not
begin--it will be a waste of time. “O" is for
organization. Every process requires some
serous organization.  Structures have
to be put in place: expertise at different
levels; financial resources; space, time
schedules; targets and goals; major land
marks and celebrations. “N" stands for
never again! To arrive at the stage of calling
for reconciliation is to make a commitment
that the large-scale injustices, and forms
of violence should never be deliberately
repeated. This is a moment of truth to bid
farewell to impunity.

Being Agents of Reconciliation

Christ's ambassadors for reconciliation
need to develop certain attitudes and
values that will make them effective agents
of healing and relationships. In mind | have
clergy and religious men and women who
haveaspecialmandatetoserveasprophetic
witnesses of reconciliation. Religious and
Clergy are uniquely positioned to be radical
agents of reconciliation given their lifestyle
that is shaped by the daily celebration of
the Eucharist—where the reconciliation
of God with humanity and creation is re-
enacted. Some of the Eucharistic prayers
and indeed the entire mass invokes peace,
unity, love and reconciliation. For instance
the Third Eucharistic prayer: “May this
Sacrifice of our reconciliation, we pray, O
Lord, advance the peace and salvation of
the world.”

AET DON BOSCO BULLETIN 9



What qualities do the agents of
reconciliation, especially the clergy and
religious need? First, they need to bear
witness by their daily life, as reconcilers.
Second, being genuinely rooted in Christ as
their model of reconciliation. Third, humility
to admit their own wrongs. You cannot
give what you do not have, as the famous
saying goes. Fourth, working together
on common projects for reconciliation as
concrete manifestation of promoting the
common good and leading by example.

Conclusion

Reconciliation is at the heart of Christian
life even as it has now become a catch
word in post-conflict societies among
activists.  The increasing interest in the
process of reconciliation even among
secular institutions is an opportunity for
Christians to bear unique witness in being
agents of healing and building bridges.
Reconciliation is a process not an event
that is achieved once—it is an ongoing
program. Now that Ethiopia has embarked
on the process of reconciliation, clergy and
religious have a good opportunity to bear
witness as agents of reconciliation drawing
on their special calling as ambassadors for
Christ who came to reconcile humanity
to God the Father. This process of
reconciliation is a golden opportunity for
the Catholic Church to serve as a salt of
the earth and light of the world, putting to
use the immense treasures of her Catholic
social teaching and values, and life witness.

10 AET DON BOSCO BULLETIN




There once lived a king who
announced to prize the artist who
would paint the best painting depicting
peace. Many great painters sent the
king several of their best art pieces.
One of the pictures among the various
master pieces was of a calm lake
perfectly mirroring peacefully towering
snow-capped mountains. Overheard
was a blue clear sky with fluffy clouds.
The picture was perfect. Most of the
people who viewed the pictures of
peace from various artist thought that
it was the best among all.

But when the king announced
the winner, everyone was shocked.
The picture which won the prize had
a mountain too but it was rugged
and bare. The sky looked very angry,

there were lightning. This did not look
peaceful at all. It looked like the artist
has mistakenly submitted his painting
depicting storm rather than peace. But
if anyone looked closely at the painting,
he could see a tiny bush growing in the
cracks in the rock. In the bush a mother
bird had built her nest. In the midst of
the rush of angry weather, the bird sat
on her nest with peace.

The peace does not mean to be
in a place where there is no noise or
trouble. Peace means to be in the midst
of all the chaos and still be calm in the
heart. Thereal peaceisthe state of mind,
not the state of the surroundings. The
mother bird at her her calm, despite
her chaotic surrounding indeed was
the best representation for peace.
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Salesian World
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Eritrea - Efforts of the Salesians and VIS
for young people in need
ol

- m

Asmara: The Salesians have been present
in Eritrea since 1995, settling first in
Dekemhare, a town 2060 meters above sea
level, about 40 km south-east of the capital
Asmara. In 1996 the Eritrean government
donated land to the Spiritual Sons of Don
Bosco, which, even in a desert territory, saw
the birth of new plants, new buildings and
new activities being added every year, all
focused on a single goal: the reception of the
poorest of youth and their education. Thus
the technical school “Don Bosco Center”
was established in Dekemhare which today
forms about 400 pupils - for free - every
year, to which, thanks also to the support of
the government, food is also offered. It also
provides recreational activities for children
and school recovery courses. Furthermore,
to improve the quality of teaching, since
2001, the Salesians - together with the
NGO “International Voluntary Service for
Development” (VIS) - organize refresher
courses for teachers, both those of the Don
Bosco Center and those of all the country’s
others technical schools. In 2017, the
Salesians and the VIS then launched what
is about to become the second Salesian
technical school in Eritrea, currently simply
called the “Skill Development Center”, which
is in Barent, towards Sudan, in an isolated
area in need of development. As is typical

GLOBAL NEWS

of the Salesian tradition, these educational
proposals are primarily addressed to the
neediest of young people, those who have
abandoned their studies and who would,
otherwise, risk remaining on the margins
of social life. Through the eight formative
disciplines of the center of Dekemhare
and the two of the center of Barent, poor
children have access to good education,
enabling them to find a job. ANS

Italy - After seven years the church of
Ferrara Salesians reopens

Ferrara: A Salesian center is such, above all,
because of the environment it knows how
to offer, as a home that welcomes, a parish
that evangelises, a school that starts one to
life and a courtyard or playground where
people can meet, live and grow in joy. But
structures are also necessary. Alimost seven
years after that May 2012, when several
earthquakes shook the Emilia region,
Saturday 6 April saw the inauguration and
reopening of the Salesian parish in Ferrara.
Years and years of work and patient waiting
have elapsed, and it has now been a few
days since the “San Benedetto Abate” parish
of the Salesians of Ferrara has returned
to its former glory. The celebration began
in the early afternoon with the reception
in the oratory; then, at the arrival of the
city bishop, Msgr. Giancarlo Perego, they
entered the church that is finally ready, and
the Eucharist was celebrated. Finally, the
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day of celebration was completed with a
moment of fraternal agape in the oratory.
“After almost seven years we are finally back
home. Because this is what we are talking
about: a House where we can meet, and
meet Him, as a community,” commented
Elena Mastellari, Ferrara’s animator and
member of the National Council of the
Salesian Youth Movement (SYM). ANS

A woman State Councilor of Vatican City:
Sr. Alessandra Smerilli, FMA

Vatican: The Holy Father has appointed
Sr. Alessandra Smerilli, Councilor of the
Vatican City State, of the Daughter of Mary
Help of Christians (FMA), as Professor of
Political Economy at the Pontifical Faculty of
Educational Sciences Auxilium. It was at the
press release of the Holy See, on Wednesday
17 April, to make public a decision of Pope
Francis dated 5 March. "Her mandate,
which is carried out collegially together with
other councilors, reunited in the Pontifical
Commission for the State of the Vatican
City, is five years,” explains a note from
Auxilium, where Sister Smerilli teaches.
“The State Councilor provides assistance
in the elaboration of the Vatican Laws and
in other matters of particular importance.
"The Pontifical Commission for the Vatican
City State, composed of a General Councilor
and five State Councilors, is the body that
exercises legislative power in the Vatican
City State. It is the dicastery that holds the
de facto administration of the Vatican City
State, overseeing most public functions
and representing the state on behalf of the
Pope. Prof. Alessandra Smerilli was born in
Vasto in 1974, and graduated in Economics.
She then specialized in Political Economics
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at the Sapienza University of Rome and at
the School of Economics of the East Anglia
University in Norwich. ANS

Italy - “Mamma Margherita's Recipes” for
the rebirth of women victims of violence

o=
Il mena di
Namma

Margl_le_rita
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Messina: On the occasion of the
International Women'’s Day, “Salesiani per
il Sociale”, together with the “House of
Women” of Messina, presents “The Recipes
of Mamma Margherita”, a recipe book
created by four women victims of violence,
reborn thanks to their passion for cooking. It
is a book full of culinary proposals, recipes,
which also presents the stories of its four
authors.The recipe book - free download at
https://www.salesianiperilsociale.it/menu-
is inspired by Margherita Occhiena, mother
of Don Bosco and cook for many young
people from Turin-Valdocco. “Itis a tribute to
her and to all mothers who take care of their
children even by cooking a ‘good meal’,” says
Fr Giovanni d’Andrea, President of ‘Salesians
for Social Affairs’. “And it is also a way to be
in solidarity with the girls welcomed in the
‘House of Women' of Messina, which we
support in its activities aimed at (helping)
victims of violence or with serious family
difficulties. "It was, in fact, some of the very
guests of the structure - Paola, Sabrina, Sara
and Miriam - to write the recipes, expressing
in its pages their desire to live and rise again,
and also to share their painful experiences,
which unfortunately are much too common
still today. The center not only offers
hospitality, but also vocational training and
job placement: thanks to the donation of



an industrial kitchen, in recent years the
women guests have also started a catering
service, which allows them to be more
economically autonomous. ANS

Bringing young people to the 7th Art: the
Fifth Don Bosco Film Festival

Makati City: Last February 23, dozens
of young people and film enthusiasts
participated in the awards ceremony of the
fifth edition of the Don Bosco Film Festival
(DBFF) promoted by the Salesian Province
“St John Bosco” of the North Philippines.
The event took place at the Joy Center of
the Don Bosco Technical Institute in Makati
City. Emceed by Fr Juvelan Samia, SDB, and
Deacon Jerome Quinto, SDB, both members
of the FIN Province Commission for Social
Communications, this year's edition saw
the number of Salesian films increase even
further with the first-time participation of
the houses of Batulao, of the Salesian parish
in Santa Rosa, Laguna, and of the “Don
Bosco Academy” in Bacolor, Pampanga.
The Filipino director Kip Oebanda, a past
pupil of Don Bosco and member of the
DBFF Board of Judges, was the keynote
speaker. Mr.Oebanda urged the young
Salesian students present to use their God-
given talent and their passion for cinema to
produce useful stories that can truly serve
the good interest of society. “As afilmmaker,”
he said, “you have a great responsibility to
use this tool to serve the genuine values
of life."After the screening of a short video
that retraced the previous editions of the
DBFF, the awards ceremony began in the
respective categories, which included both
technical and artistic prizes in the sections:
short advertisement, documentaries and
short films.

Syria - New ground for new “Don Bosco
Center”: Salesian work in Damascus is
growing

Damascus: After so much suffering and
tribulation experienced at the side of the
entire Syrian population, the Salesians of
Damascus can now rejoice for some good
news: thanks to the direct involvement of
the Rector Major, Fr AngelFernandezArtime,
it was possible to buy a new lot of land on
the outskirts of the capital, where over
time a new “Don Bosco Center” will be built
and where it will therefore be possible to
welcome, accompany and educate other
young people.The choice of the place where
the new center will rise is itself charged with
meaning and is typically “Salesian”; it is a
land located near Jaramana, a suburb of the
Syrian capital, where the local population is
for the most part Christian; at the same time,
the land is just one kilometer from Imbleha,
a small satellite city totally destroyed by the
war.The announcement of the purchase
of this lot was given at the end of the Mass
celebrated on Sunday, 3 February, at the
church of the Salesian house in Damascus.
The announcement of this important step
forward for the development of the Salesian
work immediately sparked the enthusiasm
of all the friends and supporters of Don
Bosco and his Salesians in Syria. In addition
to the expressions of joy made by those
present at Sunday Mass, in just a few hours
many reactions and sharing have arrived
on the Facebook page of the Salesians
in Damascus: “courageous”, “builders of
peace”, “true Sons of Don Bosco” - these are
some of the most used comments, together
with an infinity of “Thanks Don Bosco” and
“Thanks Father Angel.” ANS
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it attheroot of the problem. She addresses
the root causes such as social injustice,
discrimination and poverty as contributing
factors to hatred and violence.

We know that our people here in Ethiopia
are suffering now due to internal disputes
anddisturbances. There are now hundreds
of thousands of internally displaced
people in the country due to hatred and
violence. So our duty and responsibility
in educating our people towards mutual
acceptance, forgiveness and peace
building has become the call of the hour.
Besides praying for our country we need
to look for ways and means of becoming
agents of peace and not merchants of
hatred and violence.

St. Francis prayed and left us the beautiful
prayer for peace, “Make me a channel of
your peace.” Unlike the way many pray,
he prayed to make him an instrument
of peace, and he did not pray to give
him a peaceful life. This prayer underlies
the conviction that each one has a
responsibility in working for, bringing
about, and in preserving peace. Catholic
teaching is that peace building is a process
and an outcome of other aspects such as
truth, justice and reconciliation. These are
the pre-requisites for peace.

First of all everyone should have the
openness, sincerity and thirst to know
and accept the truth. Very often discord,
quarrel and fight break out from lack
of the knowledge of truth. It spreads
through wrong rumours and lies. The
devil is the father of lies. He spreads lie
to make humans to rebel and sin. This
is depicted very clearly in the first sin of
Adam as described in the book of genesis.
This happens even today. Anybody who
wants to spread hatred and violence first
spread lies and false rumours. When

persons do not have the readiness and
patience to learn the truth, they start
acting basing on the false rumours and
hatred. Then violence takes the toll on
the society. So the first thing is to search
and find the truth. Today many wrong
concepts are being spread to perpetrate
hatred and violence. For example, many
are being lead to believe that anything
different from one is used to - such as
persons, culture, language, food etc are
to be objected, shunned and destroyed. It
is necessary to inculcate into the minds of
the youth the truth that difference is God's
creation and it adds to variety and beauty.
Differences should help us to appreciate
and accept the other as complementary
and enriching and not to be resisted and
fought with.

The second step in peace building is
reconciliation  through  forgiveness.
Once the truth is found, all - including
the offender and the offended, need to
acknowledge and accept the truth which
will lead to forgiveness and reconciliation.
Unless the first step of acknowledging the
truth is done especially by the offender,
forgiveness is difficult and reconciliation
becomes impossible. Once the truth is
accepted, it leads both the parties to seek
and grant forgiveness.

This step should not remain on the
ideal level. Once truth is acknowledged
and reconciliation is sought, restoring
justice becomes an obligation. All should
seek ways and means of restituting and
repairing any damage done in a humanly
possible way. If justice is not done the
peace will remain only a remote possibility.
Peace, Fraternity and collaboration will
lead to prosperity and development.

Another important step in peace building



Abune Varghese Thottamkara CM
Vicar Apostolic of Nekemte.
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“PEACE BEGINS
WITH A SMILE"

(MOTHER THERESA)
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THE BEATITUDES OF THE
SALESIAN FAMILY
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nJanuary we celebrated the Salesian Family
Spirituality Days with people from 28 nations.
These areformation days for the entire Family
that have been held for the last 37 years; they
become more significant each timeJust as
was the case last year, the Days took place
in Valdocco, in Turin, i.e., in our Salesian holy
places.

These are sites filled with the Holy Spirit,
where everything speaks to us and reminds
us of Don Bosco and the charism whichhe
received from that same Spirit in behalf of the
boys and girls, teenagers, and young adults of
our world.

The topic covered is in full keeping with the
call that Pope Francis launched to the entire
Church in his apostolic exhortationGaudete
et Exsultate: thecall to sanctity, a simple
sanctity, a sanctity of daily life.This is the
sanctity that so many millions and millions of
people live in an anonymous way - people
who will never be raised to the heights of the
altar (canonized) but will, nonetheless, still live
beautiful Christian lives.Who knows whether
you are one of these saints of daily life, dear
reader?

The fruits of the reflections shared during
these days produced these “Beatitudes of the
Salesian Family.”l wish to make them known
to you, dear readers, because, in my opinion,
they are not just sentences plucked from
some book.No, they are a summary of that
Salesian life to which we are all called, whether
as consecrated Salesian religious,Salesian
laity, or the young in our worldwide Family.

Here are the seven Beatitudes.

1. Blessed is the Salesian Family that finds
joy in poverty; imbued with God's grace,
it will work among the poorest and most
marginalized youth - this is holiness!

| can assure you, as regards all that | have
experienced and have seen around the

Salesian world during these five years as
Rector Major - 85nations to date - thateach
day God continues to make true “life miracles”
for so very many boys, girls, and adolescents,
especially for the poorest and those most
marginalized.

These are miracles which have nothing
to do with economics, but which have
to do completely with how we treat the
young: person-to-person, with authenticity,
affection, welcoming, and listening to each
young person and his or her situation -
situations which very often encase truly
dramatic realities.

2.Blessedisthe Salesian Familythatembodies
the docility and love of the Good Shepherd. It
thus welcomes and accompanies youths with
loving kindness, educating them in dialogue
and in welcoming diversity - thisis holiness!

How important it seems to me to educate
the young in dialogue and in welcoming
those who are different.On one of my most
recent visits in Europe, a teenager prayed
aloud that we might be capable of “losing
fear of foreigners.| asked myself, “What
seeds are we sowing - we adults, or at least
some of the civil authorities of our societies
today - if a 15-year-old girlmanages to be
afraid of someone simply because he or she
is different?”

3. Blessed is the Salesian Family that
accompanies others, heals the wounds of
those who suffer, and gives hope to those
who feel hopeless, thus bringing the joy of
the Risen Christ - this is holiness!

Hope, one of the Christian virtues and a
“magic” word, is very much missing today.At
times, we cannot resolve others’ problems,
but we can stand by their side, showing
welcome and respect.We can help cure their
wounds, for who is there who does not carry
some wound or hurt in his or her soul and
heart?Who is there who is not grateful for
even a small gesture that helps alleviate the



pain of life's wounds?

4. Blessed is the Salesian Family that hungers
and thirsts for justice and accompanies
youths on their mission to actualize their life
plan within their families, in the workplace,
and within political and social commitment -
this is holiness!

Everywhere in the world where | have been,|
have asked the young whom | encountered
whether they had dreams, ideals, and plans
for their life - for someone who does not
have these runs the risk of settling for “just
surviving” and not living life to the full.For this
reason, one of the most beautiful things that
the Salesian mission does is to accompany
the young, every young person, no matter
his or her situation, to take up the journey,
whether it be a life plan that is small or great,
simple or hefty.To accompany themis to help
them anchor their lives to the pillars that aid
them in standing strong against the powerful
winds and the agitated seas.

5. Blessed is the Salesian Family that has a
living experience of mercy, opening its eyes
and heart to active listening and forgiving. It
thus becomes a home that welcomes others
- this is holiness!

If there is one word that is not in common
use in our society today, it is mercy.This is
why when Pope Francis speaks so much
of mercy, the prophets of doom hasten
to say that his words are stupid and signs
of weakness.Because of this, they do not
make any great or real progress in Christian
life.That is not so with us, my friends.Our
way of understanding life and education
happens principally and primarily through an
understanding, compassionate, and merciful
gaze that exudes welcome and grounds itself
in profound listening.We need this so much
in our lives, don't we?

6. Blessed is the Salesian Family that seeks
to be authentic, whole, and transparent while
cultivating a loving gaze that goes beyond

appearances and recognizes the grace of
God within each person - this is holiness!

This beatitude of ours is almost diametrically
opposed to what society tries to “sell’
us.lt is much easier to “sell” belief in easy
success,using tricks and lies, and the “black
market” rather than to believe in and stand
for what produces true good.lt is much
easier put on airs and to stand withsomeone
who has “strength” or power or success than
it is to stand by the truth and what is just.For
this reason, weunite ourselves to people who
dowhatis good and right - forthey exist too -
andwho believe in authenticity, transparency,
and honesty.We cannot have it both ways.We
must choose: it is either one way or the other
for the two cannot exist simultaneously.
Furthermore, we seek to offer the young
what gives them the greatest dignity, even if
it is not always the easiest thing to do.

7. Blessed is the Salesian Family that draws
from the truth of the Gospel and remains
faithful to the charism of Don Bosco. It thus
becomes yeast for a new humanity and
joyfully embraces the joy of the Cross for the
Kingdom of God - this is holiness!

We continue to believe that Don Bosco's
charism, this gift from God for the Church and
theworld, is pertinent today and as necessary
as everWe believe, with all humility, that
today's world would miss something great
and necessary if the Salesian charism did not
exist in the thousands of presences spread
across the entire world in 134 countries and
among millions of young people and their
families.

And we continue to believe that - evenif we
know for certain that a tree that falls makes
more noise than the forest that grows
silently.We want to be that forest (bosco) that
grows silently but gives a home to so many,
sheltering them in its shade.

Let us, then, be happy - let us be blessed.
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Indian court denies bail to Missionary of
Charity accused of child trafficking

l,\

New Delhi, India: A religious sister with
the Missionaries of Charity accused of
cooperating in the sale of a child from a
home for unwed mothers has been denied
bail by India's Supreme Court, according

to UCANews. Sister Concelia (Konsalia)
was arrested July 4, 2018 in connection
with the reported sale of a child from the
Nirmal Hriday home in Ranchi. Her plea
for bail was rejected this week by the India
Supreme Court, due to a lack of formally
filed charges from the police on the case.
While the court urged police to file charges
soon, Sr. Concelia remains in custody in the
eastern state of Jharkhand. It is the third
time the sister has been denied bail, but the
Supreme Court will allow her to apply again,
UCANews reported Jan. 31. Anima Indwar,
an employee of the NirmalHriday home
since 2012, was arrested the day before Sr.
Concelia, in connection to the reported sale
of the child. Indwar had been entrusted with
escorting unwed mothers, their babies, and
their guardians to the hospital and to the
Child Welfare Committee (CWC) office when
the religious sisters were engaged with other
duties. Police were tipped off to the possible
sale when a couple complained to the CWC
in Ranchi that they had paid for a baby boy
who was then taken away from them. The
couple reportedly paid Indwar 120,000
Indian rupees ($1,760) for the child. They
complained that Indwar took their money in
exchange for the child, and that she later took
the child back from them, without returning
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the money. In a video, Sister Concelia said
she found out about the reported sale after
being questioned about it by the CWC. She
asked Indwar, who then allegedly admitted to
having tried to sell the child. Sr. Concelia said
she then alerted the authorities about the
matter and said the baby should be brought
back A police source said at the time that
Indwar provided to police a handwritten note
from Sister Concelia asking Indwar to take
the blame on herself, Matters India reported
at the time. Some Catholic bishops of the
country have questioned whether Sister
Concelia is actually guilty of collaborating
with Indwar in the sale, or whether she is the
victim of a coerced confession. “Nobody was
allowed to meet Sister Konsalia in custody,”
Bishop Theodore Mascarenhas, Auxiliary
Bishop of Ranchi, said at the time. There
are now 5,167 Missionaries of Charity sisters
in the world, both active and contemplative,
around the world. The order has 244 houses
in India. CNA

Questions from agnostic friend lead
Spanish man to the priesthood

-l
¥

San Sebastian, Spain: Fr. Juan Pablo
Aroztegi became the youngest priest in the
diocese of San Sebastian, Spain, when he
was ordained earlier this year by Bishop José
Ignacio Munilla at Good Shepherd Cathedral.
According to reports in various local media,
Aroztegi, age 35, began to discern his
vocation after an agnostic friend asked him
why he was a Christian. Until then, he had
not questioned why he was following Jesus
Christ, nor what he wanted to do with his life.
He was working as an industrial engineer at a
software company in Pamplona at that time,



but after a profound reflection, he decided to
join the seminary. He described the decision
to enter the seminary as one of the “greatest
moments of freedom” in his life. When he
told the agnostic friend who had questioned
him that he was becoming a seminarian, the
friend replied that he has been expecting
it."Your friends know you and can intuit your
decisions. It's ironic that an agnostic friend
made me question my Christian life and my
vocation,” Aroztegi said. While the majority of
his friends are non-believers, the new priest
said that they have respect for his faith and
his decision. Some of them even attended
his ordination Mass. CNA

Cuba’s first church inauguration since
the revolution

Pinar del Rio, Cuba: The first new Catholic
church in Cuba since the the country’s
revolution 60 years ago was inaugurated
in January. Sacred Heart of Jesus parish in
Sandino, 45 miles southwest of Pinar del Rio,
was inaugurated on Jan. 26. It is the first of
three new parishes to be completed; the
other two will be in Havana and Santiago.
It was built on land granted by the state.
"To see this finished is like coming out of
the night into the day,” said Father Cirilo
Castro, who supervised the construction
of the church, according to CNN. “We knew
it would happen one day,” he added. The
church is a sign of the countrys increase
of religious freedom. Communist rule was
established soon after the conclusion of the
Cuban Revolution in 1959, which ousted the
authoritarian ruler Fulgencio Batista. Under
communism churches and schools were
closed, and priests were exiled or assigned to

re-education camps. The Church was driven
underground until religious tensions in the
country began to ease in 1991. St. John Paul
Il then visited the island in 1998. Pope Francis
played a role in the 2015 restoration of
diplomatic relations between Cuba and the
US.The construction of Sandino’s new church
building, which seats 200, was made possible
by a $95,000 donation from St. Lawrence
parish in Tampa, Fla."From the day they
put the first stone we have been watching
it grow little by little. Patience has given us
this church,” said AleidaPadronZabala, a
Sadino resident who attended the church's
inaugural Mass with her family. CNA

Pope Francis in Morocco: ‘Let the culture
of mercy grow’

Rabat, Morocco: Pope Francis celebrated
Mass in the Prince Moulay Abdellah
Stadium in Rabat Sunday, calling upon the
Moroccan people to “let the culture of mercy
grow.”May the Merciful and Compassionate
One - as our Muslim brothers and sisters
frequently invoke him - strengthen you and
make your works of love ever more fruitful,”
Pope Francis said in his homily March 31.
Much of the pope’s weekend trip to Muslim-
majority Morocco March 30-31 has focused
on interreligious dialogue and outreach to
migrants.“The Father's desire [is] that all His
sons and daughters should share in His joy,”
he said. “His heart wants all men and women
to be saved and to come to the knowledge of
the truth."Pope Francis urged the thousands
gathered in the Moroccan stadium for
Mass, “Keep close to the little ones and the
poor, and to all those who are rejected,
abandoned and ignored. Continue to be a
sign of the Fathers loving embrace."Love

AET DON BOSCO BULLETIN 33



and compassion are “the greatest legacy
and wealth of a Christian,” he said. The
pope’s homily centered on Sunday's Gospel
narrative of the prodigal son, who is joyfully
welcomed home by his merciful father, but
judged by his older brother. CNA

Franciscan friar from Kenya wins $1m
Global Teacher Prize
Nairobi, Kenya: What happens when you

give a Franciscan $1 million? He gives it away.
At least that's what Brother Peter Tabichi,
OFM, plans to do with the $1 million prize
he won March 23, which came alongside the
2019 Global Teacher Prize, which he received
at a conference Saturday in Dubai. "This
prize does not recognize me but recognizes
this great continent's young people. | am
only here because of what my students have
achieved. This prize gives them a chance. It
tells the world that they can do anything”
Tabichisaid.The brother is a science teacher
at a school in rural Kenya.Chosen from
among 10,000 nominees, Tabichi will also
become global ambassador for the Varkey
Foundation, which established the award.
The international organization, founded in
2010 by Indian businessman Sunny Varkey,
looks to raise the standards of education
for students across the developing world.
In Kenya's Rift Valley, afflicted by drought,
violence,and drugabuse, many students have
either been orphaned or are being raised by
only one parent.Tabichi teaches science and
math at Keriko Mixed Day Secondary School
in Pwani Village, Kenya. The school is in need
of resources and equipment, and has a
student-teacher ratio of 58:1.Tabichi often
walks four miles to a cyber-cafe, to download
educational material for his lessons. He also
donates 80 percent of his income to aid poor
students, and intends to donate his prize
money to support the school.UnderTabichi's
instruction, the school's students have had
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success at national and international science
competitions. More students have also
been able to attend college, and girls’ tests
scores have particularly seen an increase.
Last year, his students won first place in
the public school category at the Kenya
Science and Engineering Fair 2018. The
students submitted a device allowing blind
and deaf people to measure objects. The
team is preparing to participate in the INTEL
International Science and Engineering Fair
2019 in Arizona. Over a video conference at
the event, Kenyan President Uhuru Kenyatta
congratulated the Franciscan brother."Peter
- your story is the story of Africa, a young
continent bursting with talent. Your students
have shown that they can compete amongst
the best in the world in science, technology
and all fields of human endeavor.” CNA

Pope Francis signs peace declaration on
‘Human Fraternity’ with Grand Imam
Abu Dhabi: Catholics, Muslims and all who

believe in God must work together to build a
culture of love, peace and human fraternity,
Pope Francis said in a joint statement he
signed with Ahmed el-Tayeb, Grand Imam
of al-Azhar, during an interreligious meeting
in Abu Dhabi. The document, entitled “A
Document on Human Fraternity for World
Peace and Living Together,” invited “all
persons who have faith in God and faith in
human fraternity to unite and work together
so that it may serve as a guide for future
generations to advance a culture of mutual
respect in the awareness of the great divine
grace that makes all human beings brothers
and sisters. "The signing took place Feb.
4 during Pope Francis’ visit to Abu Dhabi,
capital of the United Arab Emirates, a trip
intended to promote interreligious dialogue
and give support to the country's Christian
minority. Francis is the first Pope ever to
visit the Arabian peninsula.The document



discussed the importance of religion in
building a peaceful and free society and the
challenges of an increasingly secular world.
It condemned all practices and policies
detrimental to human life and freedom.
Within a paragraph about human freedom,
the document states that religious plurality
is willed by God. “The pluralism and the
diversity of religions, colour, sex, race and
language are willed by God in His wisdom,
through which He created human beings,”
the document states."This divine wisdom is
the source from which the right to freedom
of belief and the freedom to be different
derives. Therefore, the fact that people
are forced to adhere to a certain religion
or culture must be rejected, as too the
imposition of a cultural way of life that others
do not accept."This statement must be read
in the proper context and perspective, said
Dr. Chad Pecknold, associate professor
of systematic theology at The Catholic
University of America in Washington, D.C. “In
sensitive inter-religious contexts, it is fitting
for the Holy See to acknowledge that despite
serious theological disagreements, Catholics
and Muslims have much in common, such
as a common belief that human beings are
‘willed by God in his wisdom,” Pecknold told
CNA. “The idea that God wills the diversity
of color, sex, race and language is easily
understood, but some may find it puzzling to
hear the Vicar of Christ talk about God willing
the diversity of religions,” he noted. CNA

This unique chant brings Viethamese
Catholics deeper into Christ’s Passion

A

Hanoi, Vietnam: While the Stations of
the Cross are a worldwide Lenten devotion
for Catholics, the faithful in Vietnam have
an additional practice that blends ancient
traditional chants with Catholic prayer and
meditation on the Crucifixion. “The ‘Ngam
Nguyen' are...a unique Vietnamese Catholic

practice of intoning a series of meditations
recounting the Passion of Christ,” said Fr.
Anthony Le Duc, national chaplain for the
Vietnamese community in Thailand. Fr. Duc
told CNA that the intoned meditative chants,
called “Ngam,” describe the suffering of Jesus.
Designed to help people enter more deeply
into the experience and emotions lived out
by Christ during his Passion, they have been
adapted from folk traditions integrated
with prayers prepared by missionaries
who came to Vietnam in the early 16 -17th
century. There are a total of 15 Ngam
meditations recounting the excruciating
pain and suffering that Jesus underwent as
he was arrested, put on trial, and crucified at
Golgotha. These meditations differ from the
traditional Stations of the Cross because they
focus mainly on what occurs at the trial of
Jesus before Pontius Pilate and on the Cross
at Calvary, while the stations focus largely on
what happens in between these two events.
Beginning with Judas’ betrayal of Jesus, and
concluding with Jesus' side being pierced
by a spear, the Ngam meditations seek to
immerse participants into Christ's passion.
The intoning is melodic, in accordance with
the tonal nature of the Vietnamese language.
Since the meditations recount the pain and
suffering of Christ, the tone is extremely
melancholy, which can well up emotions
and often bring the listener to tears. When
intoning the meditations, the reader must
follow strict rules, depending on whether
there is a comma, semicolon, period or other
punctuation. If the reader comes upon the
name of Jesus in the text, he must bow his
head. The recitation of the Ngam meditations
- either in whole or as part of a series - takes
place in many Vietnamese churches every
day throughout the Lenten season, either as
part of a post-Mass liturgy, or as a liturgical
service on its own. The devotion starts with
common prayers of the Church, followed by
the meditations. Between meditations, an
Our Father and 10 Hail Marys are recited.
On Good Friday, the liturgy concludes with
a Lamentation and other prayers. The entire
liturgy can take over two hours to complete.
CNA
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A parish priest told his congregation, “Next
week | plan to preach about the sin of lying.
To help you understand my sermon, | want
you all to read Mark 17.”

The following Sunday, as he prepared to
deliver his sermon, the minister asked for
a show of hands. He wanted to know how
many had read Mark 17. Every hand went up.
The minister smiled and said, “Mark has only
sixteen chapters. | will now proceed with my
sermon on the sin of lying.”

-~

A Sunday school teacher asked the children
just before she dismissed them to go to
church, “And why is it necessary to be quiet
in church?” Little Johnny replied, “Because
people are sleeping.”

N~~~

A preacher was completing a temperance
sermon: with great expression he said, “If |
had all the beer in the world, I'd take it and
throw it into the river.”

With even greater emphasis, he said, “And if
I had all the wine in the world, I'd take it and
throw it into the river.”

And then, finally, he said, “And if | had all the
whiskey in the world, I'd take it and throw it
into the river.” He sat down. The song leader
then stood very cautiously and announced
with a pleasant smile, “For our closing song,

let us sing Hymn #365: ‘Shall We Gather at
the River.”

A little girl was sitting on her grandfather’s
lap as he read her a bedtime story. From
time to time, she would take her eyes off
the book and reach up to touch his wrinkled
cheek. She was alternately stroking her
own cheek, then his again. Finally she spoke
up, “Grandpa, did God make you?’ “Yes,
sweetheart,” he answered, “God made me a
long time ago.”

“Oh,” she paused, “Grandpa, did God make

me too?” “Yes, indeed, honey,” he said, “God
made you just a little while ago.”
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Feeling their respective faces again, she
observed, “God’s getting better at it, isn't
he?”

~ -~
A teacher asked her Sunday School class
to draw pictures of their favourite Bible
stories. She was puzzled by a boy’s picture
which showed four people on an aircraft, so
she asked him which story it was meant to
represent. ‘The flight to Egypt,’ he replied.

‘l see...And that must be Mary, Joseph, and
Baby Jesus,’ she said.

‘But who's the fourth person?

‘Oh, that's Pontius - the Pilot!
NN~

A priests asks the convicted murderer at

the electric chair, “Do you have any last

requests?” “Yes father” replies the murderer.
“Can you please hold my hand while | die?”

~ -~
A three-year old walks over to a pregnant
lady while waiting with his mother in a
doctor’s surgery. “Why is your stomach so
big?” - he asks.
“lI’m having a baby.” - she replies.

“Is the baby in your stomach?” - he asks,
with his big eyes.

“Yes, it is.” - she says.

“Is it a good baby?” - he asks, with a puzzled
look.

“Oh, yes. A really good baby.” - the lady
replies.

Shocked and surprised, he asks: “Then why
did you eat him?”

Collected by Cl. Mario Kebede SDB



SALESIAN W®RLD

Don Bosco Ethiopia celebrates its 7th
Provincial Chapter in Addis

Addis Abeba: The 7th Provincial Chapter
of AET Vice-province was officially
concluded on 9th February 2019 at
Salesianum Addis Abeba. The one week
long Provincial Chapter was begun on
3rd February Sunday afternoon with a
moment of retreat preached by Fr. Chrys
Saldhana SDB. The Chapter which had
its theme as “What kind of Salesians for
the youth of today” was already being
prepared for the past 6 months. At the
conclusion of the Chapter, the moderator
Fr. lgnacio Laventure appeared to be
happy and satisfied about the work that
was done by all the 14 communities of
the vice-province. There were altogether
29 members officially elected for the
chapter and along with these participants
other 6 persons were invited to the
chapter as observers. Among these 6
participants there were two practical
trainees, one Salesian cooperator, and
three lay collaborators. Needless to
say, the Chapter was a moment of great
renewal for the entire province as it
reflected on such an important theme
as the type of ‘Salesians for the Youth of
Today's World.

Foundation stone laid for High School
block in Don Bosco Soddo

Soddo: After many years of the felt
need for a Don Bosco High School in
Wolaita Soddo, with the legal approval
of the government authorities and
need assessment done by the school
community, a project was designed and
presented by PDO to donors and the
construction was officially started on
26 March, 2019 in the presence of Fr.
Estifanos Gebremeskel, Provincial of AET,
Brother Cesare Bullo SDB, PDO Chief
Executive Director and Procurator, Mrs.
Meaza Tesfageorgis, from PDO and Dr.
Antonio Rimondi, PDO consultant, and
the Constructor of the High School Engr.
Tsegaye Yosef. So far, upon completion
of the 8th Grade, the students of Don
Bosco Soddo Primary School were
leaving for other schools to continue with
their High Schooling. However, for the
last two years, increasing enrolment had
aggravated the shortage of educational
facilities, which forced those schools
to adopt double shifts and to have
classes on a tight schedule. Therefore,
with a view to improving the learning
conditions in classrooms and provision
of quality education, the community
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aims at finishing the construction by the
next fiscal year 2012 EC, and High School
teaching-learning to begin by September
2013 of the School Year.

Reported by Bro. Mehari Habte SDB
Don Bosco students with generous
hands for Gideo people

Mekanissa: As a gesture of solidarity, a
friendly campaign was raised by a few
teachers of Don Bosco Junior school to
raise some funds to help the displaced
people in Gideo region. The campaign
received a hearty welcome by the
students, especially the students of
the elementary and junior section who
went around collecting little offerings
even from their friends, relatives and
neighbours. At the end when the
collected amount was gathered together
it was not just a few coins. The collected
amount was calculated to be more than
100,000 birr, a sum of money not too
little for a school comprising of middle
class and lower middle class parents of
Addis Abeba. However, as it was already
decided earlier, material goods were
procured for the amount of money and
were taken to the place of the camps
in the Gideo region, accompanied by
the coordinating team of the teachers
and Abba Hailemariam the rector of
the community of Mekanissa. The act
of charity was definitely appreciated
by all the people and the students too
felt a great sense of solidarity with the
suffering people.
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Peace and Reconciliation Conference
held at DB campus in Mekanissa

Mekanissa: In an attempt to promote
“Peace and Reconciliation”, the Arch-
Diocese of Addis Abeba organised a one
day conference on the same topic in the
Don Bosco Compound of Mekanissa.
The conference was held on Sunday 14th
April. Even though the morning Mass
was scheduled to be celebrated by his
Eminence Cardinal Berhane Yesus, due
to certain inconvenience he couldn't be
present at the occasion. In his absence
Abba Petros Berga celebrated the
Eucharist in which a number of parish
priests of the Arch-diocese participated.
Therewas also agood participation of the
faithful from the various parishes. After
the Mass there was a lunch supplied for
all the participants, after which began
the conference. More than 300 people
participated in the conference in which
several speakers were invited to give
inputs on the topic.

Don Bosco by Teresio Bosco translated
into Tigrina

Addis Abeba: In an effort to spread the
charism of Don Bosco far and wide there
has been the initiative of translating the
writings of the great veteran Salesian
historian Teresio Bosco into Tigrina,
the official language of Eritrea and the
language spoken in the northern part of
Ethiopia. The work was begun almost two
years ago by Br. Berhane Teklemariam
who took it up as a great challenge to



do the translation work and at the same
time wanted to make this contribution
to the Salesians of Eritrea which had
been part of the Ethiopian Province in
the beginning and had to be separated
a few years ago due to various political
reasons. However, the new initiative was
very well welcomed by the confreres on
both sides, in Ethiopia and Eritrea, and
the editing, printing and publishing was
fulfilled by the Don Bosco Printing Press
at Addis Abeba in Ethiopia. The book,
which has more than 400 pages, gives
an almost literal translation of Teresio
Bosco's work and will certainly help in
spreading the Salesian charism in both
the countries.
Graduation
Debrezeit

ceremony held at

Debrezeit: Don Bosco Debrezeit has
always served as the Novitiate house
for the AET province of the Salesians of
Don Bosco in Ethiopia. But for the past
few years the house has opened itself
for the locality around by empowering
and educating the young people of the
locality. The ways of doing it has been
through the short-term trainings that
have been conducted in the youth center
of the house. There have been several
courses conducted in various fields like
computer basics, hair dressing, foot
ball coaching etc. This year too, on 14
April has been a joyful occasion as the
there has been the graduation of 34
young girls who have been graduated in
hair-dressing course alone. The course

duration was 6 months. “This is indeed
a great service that Don Bosco offers us;
we are always grateful for what we are
recieving because now we know that at
least there is some one who thinks of
us”, remarked on of the fresh graduates
who seemed to be so happy at her
achievement.

The first annual retreat concludes in
Adigrat

Adigrat: “What kind of salesians for
the youth of today”, this has been the
qguestion that the Salesians have been
asking during this year, preparing
themselves for the General Chapter next
year. In keeping with the same topic
the Provincial Chapter was held in the
month of February at the Salesianum
in Addis Abeba. Following the same
line of thought three retreats have
been organized in the province for the
Salesians. The first of the series was held
at Gol'a, Adigrat in the post-novitiate
house from 29th April to 5th May. The
retreat was preached by Fr. Felice Molino
a veteran Salesian missionary from the
East African province of AFE. Needless
to say the retreat had been a great
experience for the Salesians who took
part in it. The second and the third will
be held again at Adigrat and Dilla in the
months of July and August respectively.
The retreat will be preached by Fr. Joe
Boenzi, the professor of Salesianity at
the Salesian University in Rome and at
the Salesian Study center at Berkeley.
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From the life of the Vicariate of Gambella

I or the Church In Gambella, to

work for peace and reconciliation is
not an option or the call of the hour,
but a permanent vocation. In the last
5 years we also had specific programs
and teachings about this topic, but we

could say that it is not just one section
of our pastoral service: it involves the
entire identity of our communities.
Since the starting of his presence in
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this area, the Catholic Church has
been working for a good coexistence,
cooperation, sharing and relationship
among the different ethnicities. Each
one of them, in times of violence

and reciprocal persecutions, has
experienced our compounds as a
place where to find security and

help, starting almost 15 years ago
with Bishop Angelo Moreschi up to




now: in these days while | am writing,
some elderly people are temporarily
sheltered in the house of the parish

priest of Itang.

We held workshop on Peace and
Reconciliation, involving the people

of the Catholic Church, but also
elders from different ethnicities,
women from different Christian
denominations, Muslims and followers
of traditional religions. Catholic
Church could do this because it has

a good reputation: people respect

us because of the practical attitude
that shapes our activities. Our social
work and the aid for emergencies, are
supported by some pastoral choices,
giving credibility and authority to our
teaching. Some examples:

Despite the challenges of language,
diversity of songs and sometimes
security, we definitely keep the unity
of our churches and we refuse to
divide the communities living in

the same area. Bishop Angelo was
very strong on this, in the town of
Gambella but also in other multi-
ethnic areas (Abobo, Itang, Punyido).
Also the South Sudan Catholics now
resident in the refugee camps are
invited to share as much as possible
their strong faith experience with the
neighboring local communities.

All our social and development

activities, from the water hand
pumps up to the informal
kindergartens and the Health
Centers, are open to all the people
of the territory and we encourage
the minorities not to be afraid to be
part of it. When necessary, we are
ready to protect them.

Reconciliation with the cultural
traditions

For long time the proclamation

of the Gospel has simply ignored
the specific traditions of each
ethnicity or it has openly attacked
some aspects, addressing at them
as "evil’, so burying them in the
deep heart of the new converted
people. Now we understand that
the true reconciliation should start
from the inside of each person,
where the real encounter with
Jesus can happen. For this reason,
this year we are starting some
workshops to help our people to
reconsider their cultural traditions,
recognize the good values and try
to express them in the new context
of their life. It is a big challenge:

in the last 20 years, issues like
marriage, family life, education of
the young boys and girls, economy
and financial management, have
completely changed. The values

of the Gospel can encourage and
show to the people of good will, the
way to find new answers without
losing their identity.



Reconciliation among
generations: youth with roots
We appreciated a lot the sixth
chapter of the Post-synodal Message
of Pope Francis “Christus vivit”. It

is true: in our society, a big gap is
growing between the youth and

the previous generations. The
transmission of traditional values and
identity has been interrupted by the
modern way of life. We encourage
and create opportunities for the
young people and the elders to sit
together and share their dreams and
visions. We do not want to take away
from the youth their freedom of
looking for a new and better future,
but to do that, they need the help
and the encouragement coming
from the stories and the dreams of
the elders. No young person should

be ashamed of his grandfather or of
the history of his family. The Word

of God itself, gives a big value to the
tradition and encourages us to read
the different histories of our peoples
as a part of the History of Salvation.
The Spirit of God is there at work,
and we are called to recognize the
paths that he is preparing for us.

Fr. Matteo Pinotti
Parish Priest of Lare







“THESE
KIDS ARE
AMAZING! "

PDON BOSCO YOUTH
CENTER - MEKANISSA

Selamnachu! Grik  Gottl
Zdravo! GrialReich! Salvel We are Debora

Hello!

and Marica, two volunteers from Austria.
This school-year we have the privilege to
teach in the kindergarten of the Don Bosco
Youth Centre Mekanissa. Working with
them since September, we discovered the
high potentials of these bright children and
we decided to plan some projects for the
KG-kids.

First of all: Music

Fortunately Brother Donato Galleta SDB,
thein-charge ofthe Don Bosco youth centre
Mekanissa, came up with the idea to invite
the parents of the KG-kids to a Christmas
celebration in order to strengthen the
relationship between the centre and the
families of the KG-beneficiaries. Therefore
he needed a special program. We took
this opportunity and rehearsed a bilingual
Ambharic-English-Christmas-musical  with
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KG1, KG2, and KG3. The play was about
shepherds and their sheep, searching the
way to the crib with the help of angels.
Additionally the kids created their costumes
for their roles as sheep, shepherds and
angels by themselves. With the help of
the KG-teachers, the three to ten-year-
olds were able to present successfully a
15-minute- performance. The atmosphere
was unique and full of joy.

... and then comes: Science

Inspired by the solar panels in the Don
Bosco Mekanissa compound, our ambition
for a natural science-project was awoken.
Highly motivated, we started to think about
teaching strategies, which could awake
the interest of the children for renewable
energy. At the beginning of April 2019 the
first science class was carried out. With an
electricity-set for children, we showed them
the basics of electricity and experimented
with different switches, speakers, lamps
and ventilators. The next steps would be to
present the different renewable energies
like solar-, water- and wind-energy to them.
In the following science class the KG2- and
KG3-students were working with mini-solar
panels. Additional classes are planned.
The aim of this project is not to make them
understand how renewable-energy works,
but to show them that renewable-energy
works.

Debora Z6chling
&
Marica Zvonarits
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